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Types of protection or support required for exterior stairs: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-STORY OR LESS. NO PROTECTION              4-STORY OR MORE.  REQUIRES 1-HR 
REQUIRED UNLESS EXPOSED TO                    FIRE RESISTIVE WALLS AND ¾-HR 
NARROW COURTYARD.                                    OPENING PROTECTION (WIRED 
                                                                                 GLASS IN FIXED METAL FRAMES) 
                                                                                 WITHIN 10 ft. OF COMPLETE 
                                                                                 LENGTH OF STAIRS. 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRE ESCAPE STAIRS MUST BE STRUCTUALLY  
SUPPORTED TO THE GROUND, OR 
DOCUMENTATION MAINTAINED OF SUCCESSFUL  
INSPECTION BY LICENSED ARCHITECT OR  
ENGINEER UPDATED EVERY FIVE YEARS. 
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